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E.O.l 1652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: GDR'S PUBLIC HANDLNG OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

SUMMARY: GDR NEWSPAPERS HAVE REFRAINED FROM DIRECT 
COMMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS FOR THE PAST SEVERAL WEEKS. 
THEY HAVE HOWEVER PUBLISHED ARTICLES ON THIS SUBJECT 
FROM OTHER COMMUNIST SOURCES, INDICATING SUPPORT 
FOR GOVERNMENTS OF THE SOVIET UNION, CZECHSLOVAKIA, 
AND HUNGARY, PARTICULARLY. THEY HAVE ALSO GIVEN 
CONSIDERABLE PLAY TO OTHER SUBJECTS WHCIH HAVE 
HUMAN RIGHTS ASPECTS, E.G. THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN 
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AFRICA, WHICH AT THE SAME TIME DIVERT ATTENTION 
FROM THE GDR AND EAST EUROEPAN SITUATIONS. IN 
ADDITION, ANTOEHR THEME, THE ALLEGED INABILITY OF 
CAPITALIST COUNTRIES TO ASSURE " THE RIGHT TO WORK," 
HAS BEEN EMPAHSIZED AND SEEMS LIKELY TO BE DEVELOPED 
BY THE GDR FOR BELGRADE. NEITHER THE U.S. OR 
PRESIDENT CARTER HAVE BEEN SINGLED OUT IN THE GDR’S 
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INDIRECT ATTENTION TO HUMAN RIGHTS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING THE PAST FEW WEEKS.EAST GERMAN 
NEWSPAPERS HAVE REFRAINED FROM DIRECT COMMENT ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS DESPITE ABUNDANT OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO. 

THERE HAS BEEN NO DIRECT GDR COMMENT ON THE CHARTE 77 
MOVEMENT IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA NOR ON THE SITUATION OF 
DISSIDENCE IN THE SOVIET UNION. THERE HAS BEEN 
HOWEVER, A SPATE OF ARTICLES AND COMMENTARY FROM OTHER 
EAST EUROEPAN OFFICIAL ARTICLES AND COMMENTARY FROM OTHER 
EAST ERUOPEAN OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS WHICH HAVE NORMALLY 
BEEN REPUBLISHED IN NEUES DEUTSCHLAND A 

DAY OR TWO AFTER PUBLICATION ELSEWHERE. THIS WAS 
HOW THE FEB 12 ARTICLE FROM PRAVDA WAS HANDLED. 

THE FULL TEXT WAS PRINTED IN ND ON FEB 15 WITHOUT 
COMMENT. IN ADDITION TO THE SOVIET UNION, ARTICLES 
HAVE APPEARED MOST FREQUENTLY FROM CZECH AND 
HUNGARIAN PAPERS. 

2. REGULAR GDR PRESS COVERAGE CONTINUES TO 
STATE THAT HELSINKI GAVE NO LICENSE FOR INTERFERING 
IN THE DOMESTIC AFFAIRS OF OTHER COUNTRIES. IN 
ADDITION, THE CHARGE THAT CAPITALISTIC COUNTRIES 

ARE DENYING THE " RIGHT TO WORK" BECAUSE OF UNEMPLOY- 
MENT IS NOW FREQUENTLY MADE. THIS SEEMS TO BE A 
THEME WHICH THE GDR MAY WISH TO DEVELOP FOR BELGRADE. 

3. AT THE SAME TIME, WE HAVE NOTICED THAT 
CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION CONTINUES TO BE DRAWN IN THE GDR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 BERLIN 05442 0506 12Z 

PRESS TO OTHER SUBJECTS WHCIH HAVE HUMAN RIGHTS 
ASPECTS. THIS APPLIES TO ALMOST DAILY COVERAGE OF 
THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND CHILE AND CURRENTLY 
THE RELATIVELY HEAVY PRESS PALY GIVEN TO TH VISIT 
OF FIRST SECRETARY ARISMENDI OF THE URUGUAYAN 
COMMUNIST PARTY. THESE LATTER TOPICS FALL GENERALLY 
UNDE THE RUBRIC OF " SOLIDARITY" FOR THE " STRUGGLES 
OF FREEDOM FIGHTERS". THEY ALSO DIRECT ATTENTION 
FROM GDR AND EAST EUROEPAN PROBLEMS. 

4. THE REASON FOR THE GDR'S INCLINATION TO 

REFRAIN FROM COMMENTING ON HUMAN RIGHTS CAN BE LAID 
IN PART TO A DESIRE, AFTER THE BIERMANN AFFAIR, NOT 
TO FOCUS ATTENTION ON THE GDR'S OWN INTENAL SITUATION. 

BY CHANCE, THE BIERMANN AFFAIR OCCURRED BEFORE THE 
INCREASE IN ATTENTION TO HUMAN RIGHTS IN EASTERN 
EUROEP. THE GDR’S HANDLING OF THAT PROBLEM SEEMS 
TO HAVE TAKEN THE WIND OUT OF THE POSSIBILITY THAT 
THE GDR'S OWN INTELLECTUAL MOVEMENT WOULD SUPPORT 
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DISSIDENTS IN EASTERN EUROPE. IN ADDITION PUBLICATION OF 
ARTICLES FROM OTHER EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES SHOWS GDR SUPPORT 
FOR TEH GOVERNMENTS INVOLVED BUT ALSO INDICATES TO 
GDR WRITERS AND OTHERS THAT THEY LIKEWISE CANNOT 
EXPECT SUPPORT FROM DISSIDENTS IN THOSE COUNTRIES. 

THE GDR'S TREATMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS IS OF COURSE 
BROADER THAN DAMPING DOWN THE LOCAL INTELLECTUAL 
MOVEMENT AND INCLUDES. AS PRIME TOPICS , THE PROLEMS 
CONNECTED WITH TRAVEL, EMIGRATION, AND 
THE RANE OF CSCE ITEMS. 

5. IT IS NOT RULED OUT THAT THE GDR WILL 
DEVELOP ITS OWNE CSCE THEMES IN PRESS COVERAGE, 

INCLUDING THE " RIGHT TO WORK ”, A POSSIBILITY THAT HAS 
BEEN RUMORED IN EAST BERLIN. THUS FAR, NEITHER THE 
U.S. OR THE PRESIDENT HAVE BEEN SINGLED OUT IN THE 
GDR'S INDIRECT ATTENTION TO HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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